Serum cathepsin B levels and urinary excretion of cathepsin B in the cancer patients with remote metastasis.
Serum cathepsin B levels and urinary excretion of cathepsin B in the cancer patients without remote metastasis were significantly higher than those in the control non-cancer patients. Moreover, these parameters in the cancer patients with remote (liver or lung) metastasis were significantly higher than those in the cancer patients without remote metastasis. After radical curative operations, these parameters were restored to the control values. These results suggest a possible role of lysosomal enzyme, cathepsin B in the pathogenesis of tumor metastasis, and also suggest that these parameters might be possible indicators for tumor malignancy such as remote metastasis.